I write this Editorial note as the Guest Editor for Special Issue on ''Carbon nanotubes for reinforced plastics and composites'' in the Journal of Reinforced Plastics and Composites (JRPC). For this special issue, the authors from various countries, whose works were focused on uses of carbon nanotubes as additives in polymers, were exclusively invited by the Editor to submit their fulllength papers for consideration for publication in the JRPC. All the full-length submissions were then peerreviewed by the Editor as well as two independent referees before final acceptance. Eventually, we have six accepted papers for publication from five different countries in America, Europe and Asia.
Inevitably, we are living in a scientific period of considerable advancement of structural materials and composites where carbon nanotubes are increasingly used as reinforcing additives in many applications including polymer-based composites due to their exceptionally high strength and stiffness. This was the main reason why the JRPC publishes contributions on ''Carbon nanotubes for reinforced plastics and composites'' as a special issue. This issue covers a wide range of composite materials, including thermoplastics, thermosets and bioplastics, reinforced with carbon nanotubes additives in terms of property development, processing and applications. These include: Addition of a small amount of multi-walled carbon nanotubes and flaked graphene to epoxy resin; Effect of carbon nanotubes grafted lactide on mechanical and thermal properties of poly(lactic acid) bio-composites; Mechanical and viscoelastic properties of epoxy nanocomposites reinforced with carbon nanotubes, nano-clay and binary nanoparticles; Synergy effects of graphene and multiwalled carbon nanotubes hybrid system on properties of epoxy nanocomposites; Low velocity impact performance of CFRPs modified with carbon nanotube, nano-clay and hybrid nanoparticles; and Solar heat absorbing coating from carbon nanotube composites with polyethylene coated on copper sheet.
On behalf of the journal editors, I would like to thank the authors of all published papers for their hard work in getting all the works done and published, and the referees who put their valuable time during the peer review process to ensure the scientific quality of the submitted works. We do hope that the readers of the JRPC journal will find these papers help advancing the reinforced plastics and composites research and be of interest to industrial uses.
